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A LETTER 
TO 


Sin CHARLES ABBOTT, Knr. Str JOHN BAILEY, 
Knr. Size G. S. HOLROYD, Kyr. anv Sir WILLIAM 
DRAPER BEST, Kyr. 


Judges of His Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench, on their 
Conduct on the 12th day of November instant: 


? . King’s Bench Prison, Nov. 14, 1819, 
_ My Lorps, 


Deter MininG to continue the practical part of the li- 
berty of the press whilst I have the means, I seize this op- 
portunity (perhaps the last for a time) to appeal to public 
opinion against your decision and your conduct towards 
me, I have no doubt in my own mind, and it must have 
been visible to every oné who witnessed your conduct on 
Friday last, that you bad rehearsed and arranged the part 
that each should play in taking the most summary mode 
to get rid of me, before you came into Court. I shall pro- 
ceed to give.a brief recapitulation of your conduct on that 
occasion. Chief Justice Abbott began his part by observ- 
ag, that there was no difficulty in understanding the mean- 
mg of acharge of blasphemy. This, of course, was a very 
convenient and high-sounding word to answer an extra- 
judicial and dishonest purpose. An honest man, possessing 
common sense, would never bring the charge of blasphemy 
in its literal acceptation against arly other man, because the 
Gin implies a certain something against something inde- 

nite; therefore, according to the admitted maxims of 
law, before a charge could be substantiated against 
— of committing an offence, it is necessary to shew 
caieiie other person has been injured. In this case no 
Pertoeyy has’ been done, and, consequently, no offence has 
tabs ance unless the Star Chamber conduct is,again 
Lorde Peete which, should it be found practicable, your 
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ed for it. Mr. Justice Best is the next object of attention, 
who observed, that my eourse wage mipst lew Bit because 
I said that all the tragsiations from the Hebrew Bible varied, 
and that if any were the word or revealed will of God, it 
must be the original, In consequence of such obseryations 
being improper in’ court of law, according to Mr. Justice 
Best's doctrine, and should I be imprisoned for sueh impro. 
per conduct, 1 will stiortly.eause vo be published a literal 
translation of the Hebrew Bible, witha fair and honest 
commentary, which I am assured will be found to be 
more’ disgravefully obycene than any thing which has yet 
appeared iv the English language. Mr..Justice Bailey ob- 
served, that Christianity is the law of the land®*, and the Bible 
is the foundation of Christianity; theréfore, the Bible must 
be the'foundation of the English law, and itis much to be regret- 


EE ——— 





* The following correspondence which has reached me anony- 
mously, i¢ quite in point, I shall therefore insert it asa note: it 
is headed thus—*“ Concerning a Nonsensical Proposition.” 

ln the-assertion that ** Christianity is part and parcel of the law 
of England,” there is » atrange imprecision, not very honourable 
to the understanding of Coke, who devised, or of the judges, who 
echo this dictate, Te is a rule of action senctioned by rewards 
and punishments which the magistrate can award; but the re- 
wards and punishinents which attach to a belief or disbelief of 
Christianity, ure inapplicable by any human tribunal. Christianity 
is undefinable; it may, without absurdity, be termed the law of 
Ged, the law of heaven ; but it cannot be the law of a particular 
state, ‘The religion of the: magistrate, however, can be the law of 
a particular land; and specific’ penalties may be enacted for im- 
puguing it, as specifiz salaries gre assigned for defending it. But 
the religion of the magistrate can never be common law ; it neces- 
surily ai on particular statutes. Now our statutes recognize 
se: eral religious of the magistrate, Polytheism in Hindostan, Popery 
iu Canada, Lutherism in England, Calvinisw in Scotland, and In 
the Dutch colonies of Guyana, Judaism, which is there no imped 
night to office, Privy-counsellors af home he ve been allowed to 
profess Atheism without being struck out of the list. The Maho- 
metan and the Parsée enjoy under the government of Calcutta the 
liberty af publicty imculcating their sacred books and articles of 
faith. Why is the Dent to be deprived of a privilege couceded to 
evecy superstition? The A tt is a truly pious book. 
t Kam Mohpa, Roy shoaltd ppen to consider the punishment of 

r, Carlile as a proof of the essential intolerance of Christian'ty 
and that wherever Christians are the strongest, they will forcibly 
suppress all hostile argument, he muy, perhaps, determine to re 
same the profession of Bramanism, ‘and thus excite an alam 
the established priest hood of India, which may pluck from out 
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ted that the English’ law should have so weak a foundation, 
and that such @ foundation should be defended by the admi- 
nistrators of justice in the preseut state of society. Mr. Justice 
Bailey further observed, that it was utterly impossible, ac- 
cording to any rule of law, that such a publication as the Age 
of Reason, which, whatever may be urged to the contrary by 
bigoted or ignorant fanatics, isa book replete with the purest 
piety, could be allowed to be defended in that court. Mynext 
attempt was toshew your Lordships that Christianity could not 
be defined, and this I stated my intention was to have done on 
the trial, by examining the leaders of the different Christian 
sectaries, each of whom your Lordships are well aware 
would have given a different description of the Christian 
faith, as essential to their salvation. Now if Christianity 
cannot be defined, and if the statute law tolerates it in a 
variety of shapes, and in every shape, provided it be called 
Christian, it cannot be a part of the common law of the 
land; it is not a part of it. ‘The common law must be 
strictly definite and of immemorial usage. Christianity is 
but the innovation of the day. Christianity. might fairly be 
said to have been at the time of its introduction, a viola- 
tion'of part of the common law, or the religious rites and 
ceremonies of the Druids, who were murdered and extir- 
pated at the instigation of the Christian priests. Whoever 
was present in the court, or reads the. proceedings as re- 
ported in the papers of the day, must be forcibly struck with 
the fear of your Lordships to have the question argued as 


- fo what-is Christianity, or whigh of the various book's 


called the Bible is the: word of God.. Depend on it, my 
Lords, that youare supporting a rotten cause, and the more 
you attempt to protect it, the speedier.will be its downfall, 
andthe more will your judicial characters be disgraced. 
With respect to Chief Justice Abbott’s calling back the 
Jury from their retirement, it was an evident proof of his 
fear that they, the Jury, would-put their-own construction 
onthe statutes they had sent for. It was most assuredly 
extra-judicial, and a proof of corrupt partiality. Neither 


@ueee 





sway sixty millions of subjects. Ou the reputation of the govern- 
ment for religious equity principally depends the allegiance of the 
most valuable of our foreign possessions. How careful then our 
“men Ought to be of letting their judges pamper the jealous 
ee of a lazy clergy, who, instead of refuting the books of 
adversaries, content themselves with applying the war- 
whoop of blasphemy, and then to proceed to pull in pieces the 
Prosperity of those who cannot swear to their thirty-nine articles. 
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of your Lordships had any more knowledge of the abstract 
opinions on which Christianity has been fouuded, and the 
varied acceptation of it in the present day, than so man 
bigoted old women. Mr. Justice Holroyd, (whom I feel 
some little pity for, and shall therefore say but.-tittle of him,) 
however, prated about libel and blasphemy being offences 
at common law: this vague assertion may answer the pur- 
pose of oppression, but is laughed at by every man who 
exercises his reason, and who is capable of defining words, 
and distinguishing words of sound and words of meaning, 
Mr. Justice Best could not think that the Lord Ghief Justice 
could be incorrect—No! to be sure not, and that for any 
one to think so was one of theinconveniencies arising to the 
court of a defendant not employing counsel, and compelling 
the court to listen to such absurdities. ‘The attempt to jus. 
tify the libel was ridiculous, by saying that Paine had written 
the truth. | 
As well might a man, who had committed murder, say to 
the Court, that murder is no crime. So, Mr. Justice Best, 
ou think that blasphemy and murder are synonymous: you 
might have some reasons for endeavouring to palliate mur- 
der, I have none: therefore,»what you have ealled blas- 
phemy, and an offence against the laws, I shall not hesitate 
to commit every day; but murder I know cannot be com- 
mitied without injuring my fellow-creature.. With respect 
to employing counsel, I recollect that Colonel Despard 
employed Counsel, and there is a prevalent opinion that his 
life was bargained for by his Counsel. with his proseeutors, 
The “ breathless haste” in which Chief Justice Abbot endea- 
voured to get rid of the case, was most disgraceful toa 
rson in his situation, having fancied that his own single 
and arbitrary opinion was sufficient to reject the application, 
in the most summary manner he refused the rule, and cried 
out, “ Let the defendant be remanded,” when Mr. Justice 
Bailey took his Lordship by the sleeve and seemed to say 
Stay, my Lord, I have not, yet given my opinion. Your 
threat, my Lords to file a criminal information against Mrs. 
Carlile cannot change my course, sorry as lam that I can- 
not take the responsibility, and the consequent pains and 
penalties on myself; 1 am satisfied that my wife possesses 
sufficient virtue and good sense, to realize my wishes and to 
pursue my directions, and those are, that she should proceed 
jn the usual manner as have done, and suppress nothing. 
lam, my Lords, 
Your Lordships’ most devoted, 


‘ RICHARD CARLILE. 
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King’s Bench Prison, Nov. 16. 


“p, S. On retiring from the Court this day, I found a new 
apartment ready for me in the Prison, namely, the Strong 
Room, in which I find myself locked up, and no one allowed 
to see me but inthe presence of the Turnkey. This, my Lords, 

ou are well aware is a novel species of treatment in this 
Prison, as many persons who have been placed in the situa- 
tion in which | now stand, and who have been committed 
to the custody @f the Marshal of this Prison, before it be 
convenient to remove them to the place of destination, have 
ever been treated as prisoners for debt. Why this exception 
in my case? Because Christianity is in danger, or the cor- 
ruptions of it are in danger. With respect to the sentence, 
Iam not disappointed, as I was well aware into what hands 
I had fallen ; it is a specimen of that persecuting spirit that 
has existed in all ages, since mankind have made professions 
of religion. Whether the imprisonment had been a month 
or the three years in Dorchester Gaol, the injustice would 
be the same ; whether the fine had been £1 or the £1500, the 
robbery is equally disgraceful. 


Six o’clock, P. M. 


I have’ just learned that the Sheriff’s Officer has taken 
possession of my house, and shut up the shop;.the warrant 
was in the name of the King, and signed by Mr. Sheriff 
Rothwell. This is truly @ la Bourbon. I calculate that 
my stock is worth to me, if fairly sold in the shop, £2,000; 
and I suppose that the harpies of the law will not leave a 
fittle of it. I have resolved that these proceedings shall not 
stop here; the whole of it has been a gross perversion of 
thelaw. Ihave no hesitation in saying, that’it has left an 
indelible stain on your Lordships, the Prosecutors, and the 
Juries.—I seize this opportunity of publicly making my ac- 
knowledgment of the able, honest, and decisive manner it 

ch Mr. Denman moved the Court in arrest of judgment, 
and have ouly to regret that his appeal'was made to minds 
so deeply prejudiced, or evidently influenced by some other 
authority, as those of your Lordships. 


- Ee 
| TO THE PUBLIC. 


The shop in Fleet Street being shut up, will oecasion some 
' disappointment and inconvenience. The Republican 
alter this week will be published by my friend, Mr. St. Jobn, 
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and the place of publication will be announced as early as 
possible. All communications addressed to the Editor, to be 
left at 10, Duke Street, West Smithfield, will be immediately 


attended to. 
R. CARLILE. 
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Subscriptions received since our last ‘Publication, 
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Z. a. ¢& 
J. Chapman, an admirer of the immortal mind of Mr, 
Dee Sates ce SA ey peccsccovccecescpecss O10 0 
John James Brayfield, of Camberwell, a friend to the 
candid Deist, Richard Carlile, and an enemy to per- 
fidious persecutiag priests, also to villainous vindic- 


Chive MES Soo bk US UE hie recceedee 010° 
Andrew M‘Cornmack, 3, East Street, Hoxton.......... 1 0 0 
Alexander Fife; 61, Gravel Lane, Blackfriars Road.... 1 0 0 
Thomas Jones, a believer in one God, and an enemy to 

PerseCutlon.se. see. vpeeee @eereeeee eeeeeeseness 0 2 6 
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A LETTER TO CHARLES PHILLIPS, ESQ. 


On his Speech delivered at the Seventh Anniversary of the City of 
London Auxiliary Bible Society. -— 
Str, 

THERE is but one reason which could induce me to notice your 
fine speech of Thursday last—the noble pleasure 1 feel in endea- 
vouring to promote the public good; but that one is powerful, 
and impels me to oppose my feeble powers to the overwhelming 
torrent of your eldquence. | I do ‘not possess those bold ‘creative 
powers of fancy; that dazzling splendour of imagination ; that 
fierce ungovernable fire, with which Nature has blessed you, and 
which sometimes hurry you far beyond your depth into the ocean 
of fiction and error—but it is perhaps fortunate that Nature has 
denied me such brilliant and dangerous talents, since we see how 
tuiserably they may be misemployed’ by,a mind 80 cultivated, 0 
enlightened us yours. As an equivalent, however, she has granted 
me a cool, dispassionate mind, prone to doubt, to examine, to ana- 
lyze, and to be particularly cautious in judging opinions and prin- 
ciples ; especially when they appear decked out in the flowery, 
rhapsodical, and (to speak the truth freely) nonsensical language 
of declamation. | : 

You begin by making a parade of your country, and of coming 
forward in her name, to express the opitiions of a great body of 
her children, I despise national prejudice, Sir, as much as you da 


‘ 
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« gant of bigotry ;°’ but I cannot help remiinding you, that 
> cr otro have seldom been celebrated for their extreme 
attachment to the orthodox faith. But to the subject. «+ Wheit 
we see the omens which are every day arising—wheu we see thu 
Scriptures audacidusly ridiculed—when in this Chtistian monureliy 
(you probably tmeun despotism) the dei of the Republitan and 
the Deist yawos fur the unwary in your must public thoroughfare 
sswhen marts are ostentatiously opened where the’ nrotal poison 

be purchased, whose subtle venom enters the very soul—wheti 
infidelity las become an article of cominerce, add miun’s perdition 
may be cheapened at the stall of every pedlar, no frieud of society 
should continue silent.” All this, Sir, is extremely flhé, except 
the “eheapenine of perdition,” and “ the pedlar's stall.” But 
let us exattiine the plain, naked sevtiments,; when divesied of the 

ic mantle of eloquence, aud we shall fitid that, like a half- 
naked, half-clad prostitute, sneaking,:on a cold December morn- 
ing, out of a brothel, they are dreary; cold, and wretched. And 
the reason is plain—they are not the sentiments of your heart, but 
aset of factitious, sophisticated ones, culcolited, us you itiagine, 
to suit the taste of the times; The reveption they have iet with 
may possibly undeceive you. Had you, in your too famous 
speech, spoken nothing but what your enlightened understanding 
dictated and your heart’ approved—< Indeed; my Lord, (you 
would have said) when we see philosophy bezinning to scatter her 
bright rays among the People—when we see Reason oppose itself to 
Fable and Folly—when in this land, which oince was free, we behold 
afew ungovernable spirits audacious enough to lament their loss 
of liberty, and talk of other means of recovering it than whining 
and canting about the Constitution—when philosophers will enter 
into a discussion of the equal rights which naturally belong to 
man, inspite of the thundering proclamations whith bid them 
wear their chains in peace—when ten are not aslidmed to assert 
the\parity, exculpate the honour of the Deity, dnd ptblish and 
the pute principles of the religisn df Nature— it 18 the daty of 
every friend of despotism and bigotry to snatch up the dagger or the 
» to destroy the lives, or murder the reputation of thechitdren of 
ilosophy and Nature.” ‘These, Sir, are the expressions you 
ought to have used — these are the words which express your means 


ing vent 
_ After thus displaying your great alarm for the safety of Chris- 
tanity and Royalty (and you seem to think their fates dre very inti- 
mately connected) you throw aside the mask of tmildness atid tio- 
on, (as if even the very acting of it were troublesome to you) 
and assume the character, if it be not your natural one, of a lite- 
rary; Ordtoricdl assassin : you ransack the dark and dismal caverns 
of yout half=bewildered ‘brain, for appropriate terms of abuse to 
vomit fe A pera the Republicans, atid sink ut once, from the 
inighty orator, ‘iuito the libellous lampooning sophist: Thea you | 
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reach, in true Methodistical cant, about ‘‘ the anchor of 
ith,” and *‘* the horrid blasphemies of the philosophers :” — 


«“ Gods, charters, murky pigeon-holes, and creedless, lawless, jn. 
furiated regicides !” Who, inthe name of common sense, do you 
call regicides, after having declaimed, and ranted, and rhapsodized 
so much about the Hampdens, the Sydneys, and the Russels? Do 
you imagine your pompous, rhetorical, unmeaning nonsense can 
mislead the understanding of a bold, inquiring nation? Do you 
uade yourself that you can wheedle an enlightened and phi- 
conti People into an affection for the very superstition which has 
enslaved them? Or have you the vanity to suppose that a mere 
rhetorical flourish of yours can retard the irresistible progress of 
Philosophy and Freedom? If such are your sentiments, Sir, per- 
mit me to undeceive you. The Peeple, who do not understand 
nonsense, admire your fine language, and despise your principles: 
—they are not ignorant of the spring which has put you into such 
a mighty bustle; and induced you to advocate the cause of super 
stition and tyranny—they perceive the serpent peep out from be- 
neath the flower, and laugh at, while they avoid, the treacherous 
bait. Could you but hear the ‘laughs and sneers of the People, 
whose good sense you have insulted, you would hide your head 
behind the immense sleeve of some parson’s cassock to conceal 
your chagrin—you would curse the sordid motive which impelled 
ou to fawn, and cant, and rave, and rhapsodize, at the Auxiliary 
Bible Society—and if one solitary, isolated feeling of honest shame 
still linger in your soul, you would be sorry for having so inde- 
cently exulted over the ruined fortunes of a brave and unfortunate 
man. But you are fond of paradox, and of appearing, at least, 
inexplicable—for after having called Carlile a self-convicted 
wretch, you talk of humbling him into an evidence of the very 
spirit he spurned! Are you not ashamed of your own vile cant and 
mpeneney: Do you think the meanest understanding can be 
cheated into a belief of your sincerity, at the very momeut you 
are drivelling forth the blackest poison of calumny? No, Sir; 
you make a wrong estimate of the understanding of the English 
nation: they are not the asses you take them for. 
You next proceed to prophesy what would be the state of this 
country should the friends of freedom ultimate!y prevail ; and 
you draw a picture worthy of the pencil that sketched it.‘ No- 
~ thing but time and apathy are wanting (you say) to change this 
healthful land into a charnel-house, where murder, anarchy, -pros- 
titution, and the whole hell-brood of infidelity, will quaff the 
hearts blood of the consecrated and the noble.’ Is this sense, oF 
nonsense ; Or sophisticated Aristocratical bombast ? Has freedom 
necessarily those horrid chimeras in her train? Are hypocritical, 
fowning, perjured, murderous hirelings, the peculiar growth of 3 
Republican soil? or, were there more brothels, and fawning ora- 
tors in Republican Rome, than ia the capital of * this Christian 
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monarchy >” Were the Socrates’, the Ciceros, the Brutuees, the 
Trajans, the Antonines, and the Julians, (those great intidels of 
antiquity) less virtuous than Charles Phillips ? “| 
[ shall pass over your Sectarian cant about Providence being 
« neither dead nor sleeping,” and ask you if you have never heard 
of any other Deistical temple than that of Fleet-street; or of any 
infidels but Paine and Palmer? Have you never heard the names 
of Herbert, Hobbes, Shafisbury, Bolingbroke, Pope, Garth, or 
? never of Montesquieu, Boulainvilliers, Boyle, Condorcet, 
Mirabeau, Diderot, Helvetins, or Voltaire? Never of our great 
persecuted, injured Byron? Yes, you quibbling sophist, you 
know them well, but you dared not draw a comparison between 
them, and your Milton and Bacon, a gloomy fanatic, and a syco- 


- phant courtier. But I am astonished at the effrontery with which 


you confound Locke and Newton with the vile mob of rabble-en- 
thusiasts who make up the mass of Christians. Where did you 
learn that Newton or Locke were Christians, till interest, weakuess, 
or absolute dotage, had annihilated those talents which had once 
inguished. them from the — ! Newton, in the poor, decre- 
itdotage of eighty, writing a Commentary on the Revelations, 
e no more ot Seen who had made discoveries in nature, that 
dashed the Mosaic, or rather Jewish, system -of the world to 
atoms: As for the ** prescient Bacon,’ I do not dispute about his 
religion. That “© - 
; & Wisest, brightest, meanest of mankind”--- 


would profess any which could bring money into his pocket. But 
be his religion what it may, itis extremely probable, that, with all 
his prescience, he could not foresee the contempt with which Pope, 
and posterity would treat his memory.—In Bacon we never admire 
the Man, but the Author. 

But to come a little nearer ** your own business and bosom ;” 
let ussee what ehanges, time, and a few adventitious circumstances, 
have been able to make in your sentiments. 

“When the pride of rulers. (say you, in a publication of no 
very ancient date*) so predominates that the cries of injury are un- 
heard, or, if they are heard, unheeded; when assumed privilege 
usurps the garb of Jaw, and law shrinks from the punishment of 
injustice; then, the Monarch’s crime becomes the insurgent’s jus- 
Shcation, and the feeling which respects it, is not submission but 


servitude,”"-** The providence which places one man on a'throne 


‘Implants the patriot ardour in another; the very voice which vives 


se sacred trust to Majesty, calls loudly on the- People to redeem 
it if abused,"”__«« Both the Bishop and the General, though 
so different in their pursuits, find their common origin in the 
vices of the world. At all events, it is not: policy in the priest to 
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* The Loves of Celestine and St. Aubert. 
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quarrel with the soldier, to whose pious efforts he is indebted fo 
so many feesand so many converts.”’ 

To prove how strangely and unaccountably your sentiments are 
al with respect to Mr. Paine, I will take the liberty to trans. 
cribe more than a page of your interesting novel, Speaking of 
the victims of the French Directory you say:— __ 

«¢ Among these there was one whom I could not help Viewing with 
peculiar admiration, because, by the sole power of @ surprizin 
genius, he had surmounted the disadvantages of birth and the dif. 
ficulties of fortune. It was the celebrated Thomas Paine, a man, 
who, (no matter what may be the difference of opinion as to his 
principles) must ever remain a proud example of md whpatro- 
nized and unsupported, eclipsing the factitious beams of rank, 
and wealth, and pedigree. 1 never saw him in his captivity, nor 
heard the revilings with which he has been since aséailed, without 
cursing in my heart that ungenerous feeling which, cold to the 
necessities of genius, is clamorous in the publication of its defects, 

«Ye great ones of his nation! ye preterided moralists ! so for. 
ward now to cast your interested indignation upon the memory 
of Paine, where were you in the day of his adversity ! whichof jou, 
to dssist his infant merit, would diminish even the surplus of your 
debaucheries ! where was the fostering hand to tenis bie mind to 
virtue! where the mitred charity! the practical religion! . Cou- 
sistent declaimers, rail on :—what, though his genius was the gift 
of heaven—his heart the altar of friendship ! what, though wit and 
eloquence, and anecdote, flowed freely from his tongue, while 
conviction made his voice her messenger! what, though tlirones 
trembled, and prejudice fled, and freedom came at his command! 
-—he dared to question the creed which you, believing, contradict 
ed, and to despise the rauk, which you, boasting of, debased ! !” 

I apprehend, Sir, when you wrote the above panegyric on 
Paine, you had not sufficient “ prescience” to foresee ‘thes you 
should ever muke your memorable Speech before the Bible Society, 
im which you appear in the unequivocal character of a Political 

e. Butevery thing buman is changeable: and Charles 
Phillips, who ten years ago, was the champion of civil and religious 
liberty, is become the tool of a desperate fanatic faction. 

J. A. ST. JOHN. 


P. S. 1 hope you mean shortly to regale the public with another 
Oration, for the shallow-enes toudmire, and for the wits and infi- 
dels to Jaugh at, and for some better writer than me to reply to, 
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To the Editor of the REPUBLICAN. 





TO DR. RUDGE, OF LIMEHOUSE, RELATIVE. 
70 HIS CORRESPONDENCE WITH MR. CARLILE. 


REVEREND SiR, 

Ix the 10th number of “* The Républican,”’ I find two letters 
which you have addressed to Mr. Carlile. For au humble indivi- 
dual like myself, to animadvert on the sentiments contained in them, 
proceeding as they do from so consequential a source, to some per- 
sons, ps, might seem presumption; but, Sir, the days are, 
by, in which'reason, bowed beneath the overwhelming weight. 
shich the sound of a name, and that which is falsely called learn- 
ing, contrived to heap upon it. In you I view, (I am sorry to say, 
it} not the enlightened, philosopher, but a mere Christian of the 
common cast; not the man who dares to assume the prerogative of 
the free exertion of his mental faculties, but the deluded victim 
of a childish superstition ; in fine, ] perceive in you the same defi- 
iency that is common to all your brethren, | mean the want of a 
firm foundation on which to build your arguments. The Chris- 
tian logician, like the unwary architect that builds a massive struc- 
ture on unsolid ground, may decorate his work at his pleasure, but, 
as it has not truth to rest upon, it falls like this fabric, into a 

mighty ruin, a monument of the folly of him who reared it. 
_ But to commence in reality. 1 admire your generosity in leud- 
ing Mr. Carlite “* Paley’s Evidences of Christianjty,” (though some 
persons, perhaps, might sneeringly assert, that the loan was not so 
valtiable, since a copy of it may be purchased any evening at Mr. 
Tegg’s sale in Cheapside, for three shillings and six-pence,) it was 
¢ Christian-like action, and the motive which led to it, partook also 
of the same conscientious spirit ; for you supposed that the perusal 
f of this formidable work would convert one of the most confirmed 
Deists in oe to your belief. But, Sir, if you had such a no- 

u 
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. hon, it atgues but little in favour of your judgment; can he, who 
has once read the works and imbibed the sublime sentiments of the 
philosophers, ever after condescend to go through the 

of reading the volumes in question, filled as they are 

or with the most tedious, trivial, and inconclusive arguments, and 


. which, after the most patient and attentive perusal, prove nothin 
more than this: that it is not absolutel tad but that Chrie. 
haity may” be founded on truth, But as much as this may be 

any religion, no matter what, for who ghall attempt to 
strates his m an equally convincing manner as Euclid demon- 
God 2 positions, that Mahomet was not a prophet sent from 


Who can forbear to smile, when 
tos ear ‘ you talk about the free and un- 
wena sate the mind should be in, when it attempts to investi- 
sudject of Christianity > Such cant'is now become too 
















































~~. ‘ ~~ ae 





204 THE REPUBLICAN. 


common to be endured ; it really means nothing but this: that . 
person who sits down to the task of examining the evidences j, 
favour of the Bible, should go to it with a predisposition to belieye : 
it, and then, according to Bishop Watson and other profound 
writers like him, much may be done; though still, not without tie 
blessed aid of the Holy Spirit! But your advice to Mr, Curlile, as 
respects this matter, really appears to me in a very simple light, for 
the Scriptures have no need, at this. day, to be examined at all: 
they have already passed the fiery ordeal, though not without being 
partially consumed ; they have already been weighed in the balance 
of reason,-and found deficient. 

But cannot the Deist retort your arguments, in putting the 

uestion to Christians, whether they have examined the writings on 
the other side, with all that cool aud deliberate attention they de- 
serve? The thing speaks for itself, they have not; their narrow 
and ignoble sentiments prove, beyond all doubt, that they are 
even fearful of using that degree of meutal energy, which in this 
case is Recessary : nay, some Christians’ carry their absurdity to 
such a pitch, that so far from presuming to freely investigate the 
word of God, they think that even our prying into the wondrous 
works displayed in the universe, is an impiety ; and would con- 
ceive themselves greatly culpable, were they to behold, through a 
telescope, those glorious and stupendous bodies which revolve in 
the regions of space. 

You conceive, that because there are some oljectional parts in 
the Bible, we should not on that account reject the whole; but 
this ridiculous and worn-out argument, liké that which Christians 
urge in favour of miracles, has no need of being refuted at this 
present day ; still, as yon seem to be ignorant of its futility, I will 
offer an observation upon it.” When we find in a book, professing 
to be the word of the Deity, accounts that we are convinced are 
false, we have no longer the shade of an evidence to believe that 
any of those which are ef a supernatural cast are authentic ; forif 
one account is a forgery, why, in the name of common sense, should 
not another be the same? Yet, still, I admit there is a line of 
distinction to be drawn ; those events which are according to the 


common and ordinary course of nature, we have no reason t 


doubt of, neither is it of importance to us whether such be g& 
nuine or not. 

In alluding to Sir Isaac Newton, Locke, &c. you intimate, that 
their change of sentiments, in respect to Deism and Christianity, 
ought not to affect that which is true, and only prove. the icov- 
sistency and hypocrisy of these men, and should operate as 8 pre 
ventative tu our ‘paying an indiscriminate deference to a name, 
merely because it'may ‘be a distinguished one. I here perfectly : 
agree with you, for, most undoubtedly, a superstructure that 8 
reared upon a name, however that name may_ be exalted, must 
prove a weak and baseless fabric. But when you make this com 
fession, you certainly forget what you have said in your first letter, 
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gace you there intimate, that we should pay a deference to the 
above persons, “and others of the same order of intellect, of the 
same mental calibre,” and whom you distinguish by the elegant 
appellation of “ Masters in Israel.” But this is the consisten 
of Christians, and it originates intirely from the want of a true 
a yor thanks to Mr. Carlile, for the: copy of ‘ The Age 
of ‘Réason,”” you acknowledge it to bé many years since you read 
it, but that you afe well acquainted with Deistical writings. Per- 
wit me, however, to doubt the truth of this latter assertion ;-a 
person who, for many years, has ceased to practise any particular 
thing, can have but little acquaintance with it, and this position 
will more particularly apply to intellectual matters; since those, 
who like yourself, remain satisfied with what ney have long age 
uired, are of course quite excluded from those advantages 
which are to be derived from the continual progress of intellectual 
improvement, “But 1 am well aware, from experience, that the 


- tenets of Christianity are exactly calculated to produce this apa- 


thy of mind, and that they excite a sentiment of pity, or rather 
coutémpt, in'Christians towards tl ese philosophers who would leave 
no subject uninvestigated. Pope; I know, hes said, “ The man 
despises the boy, the philosopher the man, and the Christian all.” 
But Pope spent the greater part of his life in rhyming, and there- 
fore he may heexcused for not having been aware, that the philo- 
sopher despises the Christian in his turn, and not only so, but 
looks down upon him from an elevation which the mental ken of 
the mere Christian is inadequate to reach. 

You say, you examined and thought for yourself; so has Mr. 
Carlile—so. have l—so did the greater part of our phiksophets— 
and so do the chief of the literati in Europe; and yet, the conclu- 
sions drawn are quite in opposition to yeurown. To insinuate 
that Mr. Carlile is not competent to judge of the merits of Chris- 


) tianity, 13, indeed, assuming a vanity in yourself, that must excite 


smile of every unbiassed person. The fact is, that no ore 
party, in the estimation of another one, is competent to judge of 
fopmion, and a Mandarin,or Bramin, has as much right to 
call your competency in question, as you have theirs ; but Deists, 
ever they may have this conceit in common with all others, yet 
cannot be upbraided on that account with the charge of illiberality, 
since they loudly avow their wish to bring their every sentiment to 
the test of reason. x 
_ You ive us your notions of the Trinity, but, alas! what a fall- . 
ng off is here ! Why, Sir, you have annihilated. two persons in the 
Ni, » and have left us only God the Father. (Taz Gop or 
“ATURE I presume.) This confession of yours will certainly sub- 
ject you to the reproaches ‘of most of your * fellow-labourers in 
ie vineyard ;”” ‘they will maintain you not to bea true Christian ; 
Dent will lavish upon you the opprobrious appellation ef a 
> but, never mind, Sir, I am content to participate with you 
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the vile calumny of these insignificant revilers; and if, like me 
‘ou but truly acknowledge, and properly revere, that exalted 
Tsing. which Deism would teach us does exist, who framed the 
mighty fabric of the universe, and whose Providence extends ove 
millions of habitable worlds, you may still preserve your sense of 
rectitude unshaken, nor need you affected by such paltry 
scofters, | 
1 now, reverend Sir, take my leave, and would recommend ty 
your serious (I wish 1 might say impartial) consideration, the follow. 
ung emphatical lines :— : 
‘*¢ The Heavens above, thé Earth below, 
One great benign Creator show ; 
Blest revelation ! unconfin’d, 
And legible to all mankind; 
Not given to a paltry few, 
But shed o'er all, like heaven’s rich dew: 
Who partial paint ‘the Power supreme, 
Our eniveieal ire blaspheme.”’ 


Edward Street, Blackfriars Road, D. HARRISON, 
Nov. lst, 1819. : 


Ea 
To the Editor of the REPUBLICAN. 


A CARD TO MR. CARLILE, PUBLISHER OF PAINE’S AGE 
: pe: OF REASON. 
Sir, | 
AGREEABLE to your requisition in the Repvusrican, No. 9, | 
without reserve say, that I think your conduct in publishing merits 
the approbation of every honest man. For to oppose the preju- 
@ice of ages, when that prejudice is inimical to the happiness of 
mankind, detecting the fallacy of received opinions, and to amelio- 
rate the human mind, is-the noblest effort of philosophical 


JOHN JAMES BRAYFIELD. 


63, Southampton Street, Camberwell, 
November 2, 1819. 








THE MOCK TRIAL. 
A Paropy,—By J. J. BRAYFIELD. 








A Taiat founded on a mystery, 

A plot tten by the sire of lies, 

And nurs’d to full-grown T'reason by the care 

Of fost’rin rit bed that can extract 

Fines out of looks, and Death from double meanings. 
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| heard the deep-monthed ‘pack, they scented blood 


Pa From the first starting, gud pursued their view 
the With the law-musie of long-winded calumny. 
ea “ ‘Well I remember one among the tribe, 
try A base Apostate, skilled in parallels — 
And dark comparisons of wond’rous likeness : 
d to Who iu a speech of venal eloquence 
ow. Mustered up all the crimes since Woolston’s time, 


To put in balance with this unjust charge, | 

And made e’en, Cataljne a saint to Carlile. 

The Parasite so much o’er-played his part, 

I could have hugged him, praised the sophistic lies 
Hot from his faithless tongue. He was the saine 
Who started from the question in debate, 

And when corrected by 4 calm rebuke, 

Used all the threats that malice could suggest, 
And rancorously forced Atheist down 

The mild Defendant’s throat, who fearless said :-— 


“ Tam no Courtier, no false-tongued Priest, 
Nor am | a mean, fawning Dog ot State, 
To lick and kiss the hand that buffets me. 
Preach fear to corrupted Legislators, . 
When civil uproar threatens a reprisal 
On their cursed greedy gatherings of extortion. 
Bid the projecting Politician fear 
When all his springs are wound up to the height ; 
And if one motion fails, the whole machine 
Sinks, and destroys the Builder in its ruins. 
Talk fear to Hypocrites, to Manchester Murderers, 
Toa profligate Prince, who his subjects scorns ; 
To Priests and Cowerds—but name it not with Virtue. 
! Rear is the tax that conscience pays to Guilt, 

And yet-unspotted Innocence may full 

The sacri ce of. cunning and revenge ; 
Witness my Mock Tria} for Blasphemy.”’ 


Thus ’tis ; the course and fashion of the times, 
When Predydices and aversion work 
Those the friests cqutemn are Atheists call’d. 
Now it 18 a term, a bug-bear word, - 
Villain’s engine, and the Vulgar’s terror. 
man who thinks and judges for hiinself, 
Unswayed b aged follies, reverend errors, 
Grown holy traditionary-dullness 
seheol-aut ority, he is an Atheist. 
who hating idle noise, preserves 
ee religion seated in his soul, ; 
isa silent, dumb, dissembling Atheist. 
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O Priest-begotten Tyranny ! what waste 
Thy cruel hands make in this fair creation, 
Treating Heaven’s image,-in thy fellow-creature, 
Worse than the savage beast, or grazing herd! 


OO 


THE. PROGRESS OF REASON. 





To dissipate all prejudicial sway, 
And clear a passage for eternal day, 
Pure light to give the intellectual blind, 
And drive all dull eclipses from the mind, 
Is Reason’s part; for this her rays extend 
Through every rank, man’s comforter and friend : 
And while each base idea she refines, 

_ In every. beam immortal radiance shines, 

How shrinks each despot from the generous light 
That breaks the blackness of the mental night ! 
With owls and bats they share the murky eway, 

And basely sicken at the face of day, 
That bids the flag of freedom be unforled, 
And gives protection to a wakening world ! 
Darkness is theirs ; in that, supreme they reign, 
On pature’s face a despicable stain; - 

# And thoughtless profligacy, dead to shame; 
Sanctions their infamy and shares the blame. 

Ere long, conviction, with a viper’s sting, 

One dreadfyl truth will to their bosoms bring. 

Reason, her light, without restraint, imparts 

To such as live with freedom at their hearts ; 

Warm throbs the bosom which their flames inspire, 

Slow beats the pulse wherever they expire. 

They teach as, that the rulers of the realm, 

(Though, by false power, they justice overwhelm) 

Are but the transient regents of an hour, 

In fine, subservient to the People’s: power; ss 

Theirs the expence, and theirs should be the choice, 

The final judgment, and decisive voice. _ 

This truth, a voice of thunder may make known, 
And all its lightnings flash about the throne. 
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